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1. TELEGRAPHIC SUMMARY. 

LIBERIA'S CONSTITUTION ON PAPER PROVIDES LIBERIAN CITIZENS IM- 
PRESSIVE PROTECTION POR THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS. CONSTITUTION AND 
ITS INCORPORATED BILL OF RIGHTS WERE CLOSELY MODELLED ON U S. 
COUNTERPARTS AND INCLUDE FREEDOM OP RELIGION, ASSEMBLY, 

SPEECH, PRESS; FREEDOM PROM SLAVERY AND SEARCH WITHOUT WARRANT; 
AND RIGHTS TO TRIAL BY JURY, TO DUE PROCESS, TO BEAR ARMS, 

TO VOTE AND TO HABEUS CORPUS. CONSTITUTION IS PAR PROM 
PERPECT HUMAN-RIGHTS DOCUMENT, HOWEVER. IT LIMITS CITIZEN- 
SHIP TO "NEGROES AND PERSONS OP NEGRO DESCENT ", AND, TOGETHER 
WITH OTHER LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS, LEAVES AMBIGUOUS WHETHER 
TRIBAL MAJORITY ENJOYS CITIZENSHIP STATUS. SITUATION IN 
PRACTICE DIPPERS CONSIDERABLY PROM WHAT CONSITUTION PROVIDES. 

A SERIES OP EMERGENCY POWERS ACTS AND SEDITION LAWS LIMIT THE 
LEGAL PROTECTIONS APPORDED BY CONSTITUTION. A STRONG EXECUTIVE 
DOMINATES THIS ONE-PARTY STATE AND PREQUENTLY SWEEPS ASIDE 
CONSIDERATIONS OP HUMAN RIGHTS IN INDIVIDAUL CASES WHICH ARE 
PERCEIVED TO THREATEN EITHER THE REGIME'S STABILITY OR THE 
PERSONAL INTERESTS OP THE POLITICAL ELITE. MAJORITY OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS INFRINGEMENTS OCCUR IN POLLOWING AREAS: 
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PRESS (ARTICLE 19), ASSOCIATION (ARTICLE 20, 23), GENUINE 
ELECTIONS (RTICLES 19, 21), AND EREEDOM FROM ARBITRARY ARREST 
AND DETENTION (ARTICLE 9) OE THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS. INSTANCES OE CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREAT- 
MENT AND PROLONGED DETENTION WITHOUT CHARGES DO EXIST, BUT 
ARE NOT WIDESPREAD. IT CANNOT, HOWEVER, BE SAID THAT VIO- 
LATIONS OE HUMAN RIGHTS ARE WIDESPREAD, SYSTEMATIC, OR CON- 
SISTENT. 

2. ILO COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS HAS CRITICIZED GOL SINCE 1973 EOR 
SEVERAL PROVISIONS OP LIBERIAN LAW WHICH STAND IN CONTRA- 
VENTION TO SOME OP THE ILO CONVENTIONS. CRITICISM CENTERS 
AROUND PROVISIONS OF LAW WHICH PROHIBIT ORGANIZATION OF AGRI- 
CULTURAL WORKERS BY INDUSTRIAL TRADE UNIONS AND PERMIT PORMS 
OP PORCED LABOR. EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED THESE SECTIONS OF LAW 
WITH GOL OFFICIALS. GOL IS CURRENTLY DRAPTING REVISION OF 
LABOR LAW UNDER GUIDANCE OP CORNELL UNIVERSITY TEAM. NEW 
LABOR LAW, IP ENACTED, SHOULD REMOVE, AT LEAST ON PAPER, 

THESE VIOLATIONS. 

3. AIRGRAM POLLOWS. 
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